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Issue 1-91   958 Homestead Road, Santa Clara CA 95050                    April  2025  

Happy Spring Legion Family! 
 

Shake off the cabin fever, get outside and enjoy what spring offers. 

Time for baseball / softball so clean the cleats, rub oil on the glove and buy a new bottle of 
aspirin.  Go out and see a game or two SF and SJ Giants have specials for Military appreci-
ation days. 

March had a lot of stuff going on.  Post 419 had a contestant in the American Legion Ora-
torical Competition this year.  I am happy to report Post 419 received 1st place at the Dis-
trict Competition and 2nd at the Area 2 Competition, collecting scholarship monies along 
the way.  I would like to recognize the following Post and Auxiliary for their participation in 
the District Competition:  

• Post 588, for their hospitality and hosting the event.   

• Post 318, Post 419, Aux 546 and Aux 419.   

If you know of anyone in high school grades 9-12 and want to learn more about the Consti-
tution of the United States of America, let us know.  On our website, under Youth and 
Scholarship, still under construction, will have information. 

At the Post we have the VA outreach on again, April 1st, 10 A.M to 5 P.M. 

Sons of the American Legion having the Socks for Vets event, April 5th,5 P.M.-9 P.M.  As 
some of us know socks are first to go, please bring a new pair to donate.  For tickets see 
Frances Borg 408.243.5832 or stop by the Post. 

Spring also brings with it the nomination of Post Officers.  Wednesday the 2nd of April, 7 
P.M., hope to see you all there. 

 

With best wishes for a great Spring. 

Veterans helping Veterans 

Richard Peralez,  
Commander 
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American Legion sons 
Greetings to all 

So, here we are, and our detachment year for 2024/25 is almost over. There has been a lot happening all 
over.  Membership is a continual process. For those who have paid, we really appreciate your continued 
membership.  Due’s prices still haven’t changed for the detachment, of course our per capita did in-
crease, so now it will be $11.00 for each member. 

Meetings:  Still on the 1st Thursday of the month at 3pm, if anyone is interested in finding out what we are 
doing, please come and join us. We don’t bite. Our meetings don’t go over an hour. 

Time is once again approaching for individuals who would like to step up and be Officers of the squad-
ron. If you are interested in learning more about the legion and what programs we do support, please let 
us know. You can leave a note in the office or just reach out to any of us.  

Programs: at present we have Boys and girls state program and hopefully all of our applicants have gone 
on and have done the on-line registration. So come June they should all be set for their June adventure 

So, in June there is our yearly Detachment convention in Visalia. One of the hopefully fun things will be a 
“Corn Hole Tournament” not sure of which day, possibly Thursday of Friday. More to follow. 

As volunteers in the legion, we do step up for many reasons.  We are a family and working with each 
group is a vital key for us to succeed. 

Our next event for the squadron will be our Rib Feed Dinner Dance in May. The flyer should be in the 
newsletter with the date and prices. You will also be able to find the flyers in the clubroom or right out-
side of the office. 

Reports are the main on-going project, keeping track of your activities, not only for the squadron but also 
other organizations to which you may belong is a task. We report our activity hours and mileage and it all 
goes before congress from each state, so that they know how much time and mileage we volunteer. If 
you would like a work sheet, please reach out to me. 

So, the next piece of information comes from finding out a few days before our most recent D.E.C, is that 
I am a committee member. Therefore, here is a taste of what we learned  

I have some information from the committee meetings, for Legislative there was a Zoom meeting and 
there are a few dates to remember 

May 14th is American Legion Advocacy Day, key day to educate legislators about veteran issues. 

Now, June is a crucial period for budget advocacy. Your participation in contacting Legislators about the 
importance of funding veteran program is very essential. 

More information with dates to follow. 

At present there are 38 Bills on the list.  

 
Steve Villegas 
Squadron Adjutant 
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American Legion Auxiliary  

Greetings from the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 419 
 

EVENTS, ET CETERA 

 

 

 "Just Us" Ron and Mike are now performing every Friday in the Member's Bar from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm. 
Please join us and partake in easy country listening and a drink in our Member's Bar. See picture below

  
We continue to accept donations of new socks and gently used (or new) warm clothes (sweats, jack-
ets, sweaters, hats, tennis shoes, jeans, etc.). We are also accepting gently used or new twin sheets, 
blankets, towels and backpacks. These donations will go the Veteran's homeless shelter at 10 Kirk in 
San Jose.  

As always, please keep in mind family & friends that might be eligible & would love to join our Post and 
support our veterans. Invite them to an event and 1st Sunday breakfast!   

April:  Every Friday 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM  

Respectfully submitted by, 
Patricia Brickman                  ALA meets 2nd Wednesday of the month, 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
ALA Unit 419 President                      Social from  6:30 pm to 7:00 pm. 
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American Legion facilities manager 

We Need Your Help! 
We are trying to raise funds to fix our walk-in cooler.   

Cost is going to be a little over $17,000.00 dollars.  That is a lot of money but I 
know we can do it with everyone’s help.   

Two Donation Stations  
 

Or mail in your donation marked:  Post Walk-In Cooler  

We need to move fast as you know prices are going up and this bid to fix this 
may go up. 

We need this walk-in.  It is our main walk-in for beer, wine, and juices etc.  We 
also use it for breakfast and catering food.  The Auxiliary and Son’s have al-
ready been very generous with a $1000.00 each. 

Please consider helping today!  If you have any further questions please feel 
free to talk to me Brenda Manley your Facilities Manager or one of the officers 
at Post 419 

Thanks in advance for your help! 

Hall & Members Bar 
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American Legion Chaplain 

A service was held on Sunday, March 30th at the Sons of San Jose  Vietnam War Memorial with the SJSU 
Air Force ROTC Honor Guard.  Hosted by Jeff Berg and Mike Salas along with Angela Tirado. 

A portion of the prayer and blessing: 

"Goodbyes are only for those who 
love with their eyes.  

For those who love with heart and 
soul, there’s no separation.  

Those we honor today, whose names 
we carry, live on in the Spirit with 
God. Mothers, fathers, families, re-
member your Sons, Warriors for 
Peace, held in God’s Grace.  

And know we Veterans, family and 
friends, stand here as an extension of 
who they were and are.  

Be grateful for that love, it never 

leaves us." 
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American Legion honor guard 

Friday, March 21st 
Oak Hill Memorial, San Jose 

Michael Talamantes 
US Navy 

Robert Noah 
US Air Force 

Albert Scott 
US Navy 

Tuesday, March 25th  

Gate of Heaven, Los Altos 

Wednesday, March 26th 

Post 419, Santa Clara 

Michael Flaugher 
US Air Force 

Sunday, March 30th 

Post 419, Santa Clara 
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American Legion color guard 

Our Color Guard team, the Eagle Field Foundation (Moffett Field Museum) and the Dignity 
Team led by Karen Carter conducted the National Vietnam War Veterans Day 50th Anni-
versary service on Saturday March 29th at Oak Hill Memorial.  WELCOME HOME! 

https://www.moffettfieldmuseum.org/eff-tank-collection.html


8 

American Legion service officer 

Hello all, if anyone wants to obtain two electric wheelchairs and an electric bed like they 
use in hospice, please contact me and we’ll put you in touch on how to obtain them.  Free 
of charge.   sunny@veteranscourage.org 

https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
https://www.legion.org/
https://www.legion.org/
https://calegion.org/
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National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day , April 9th 

It was officially designated by Congress in 1988 as a Presidentially-proclaimed observance. National 
Former POW Recognition Day commemorates the April 9, 1942 surrender of approximately 10,000 
United States military personnel and 65,000 Filipino soldiers on the Bataan Peninsula in the Philippines 
by Major General Edward P. King to the invading Imperial Japanese Army headed by General Masaharu 
Homma. Bataan, thereafter, is distinguished as the largest mass surrender in United States military his-
tory. The surrender was followed immediately by the infamous Bataan Death March.  

By law, the President of the United States must issue annually a proclamation. 

The Bataan Death March began on April 9, 1942, and lasted, for some, almost two weeks. At San Fer-
nando, the men were packed standing in unventilated boxcars for a 24-mile journey by rail to Capas. 
Survivors then marched an additional three miles to the makeshift POW camp at Camp O’Donnell, an 
unfinished Philippine Army training facility. It is estimated that at least 10 percent of the men on the 
March died enroute. Sick and starving, the surrendered American and Filipino soldiers on the Bataan 
Death March were robbed of their personal possessions, denied food, water, and medical care while 
subject to being beaten, bayoneted, beheaded, crushed by trucks and tanks, and executed. 

Although this remembrance day is for all who were POWs, it is most associated with those who were 
POWs of Imperial Japan during WWII. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_P._King
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=General_Masaharu_Homma&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=General_Masaharu_Homma&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bataan_Death_March
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American Legion Good of The Legion 

 
Our 2nd Vice Commander, Kathleen Hall is leading 
the celebration for the Month of April as “Month of 
the Military Child” at 1st Sunday Breakfast in April. 

They are calling it “Purple Up” Day and are encour-
aging individuals to wear purple.   

The request is for our Post’s young people to bring 
information about their family member’s military 
service for our “Hero Wall”.  Examples are medals 
or special projects the military member received.  A 
photo printed out on paper would be welcomed! 

https://www.defense.gov/Spotlights/Month-of-the-Military-Child/ 

One of our Post 419 Legion Members had his 100th Birthday 

Pete Frias 
US ARMY, 30 Years at Post 419 

https://www.defense.gov/Spotlights/Month-of-the-Military-Child/
https://www.defense.gov/Spotlights/Month-of-the-Military-Child/
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Permission to Walk in Peace 
This book was written by six local Veterans  who are in a group program at the San Jose 
Vet Center.  It talks about Active-Duty Experience, Handrails and Mending Fences.  It’s a 
combination of short stories, poetry and prose.  We Welcome Your Support!  https://

gofund.me/c2aa0d79  RELEASE DATE MID-APRIL 2025 

https://gofund.me/c2aa0d79
https://gofund.me/c2aa0d79
https://gofund.me/c2aa0d79
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We Require Volunteers:  Please contact us if you can assist:   
americanlegionpost419@comcast.net  
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APRIL 2025 lunch menu 
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2025 Calendar of Events 

HOST EVENT DATE 

Post Post 419 Legion Post Meeting 2-April-25   7-8 pm 

SAL SONS Membership Meeting 3-April-25    3-4 pm 

SAL 50’s Sock Hop 5-April-25   5-9 pm 

Post First Sunday Breakfast 6-April-25    9-11 am 

Aux Membership Meeting  9-April-25   7-8 pm 

SAL SONS Membership Meeting 1-May-25    3-4 pm 

SAL Rib Feed & Dinner Dance 3-May-25   5-9:30 pm 

Post First Sunday Breakfast 4-May-25    9-11 am 

Post Post 419 Legion Post Meeting 7-May-25   7-8 pm 

Aux Membership Meeting  14-May-25   7-8 pm 

Post Memorial Day Hot Dogs 26-May-25   Noon 

Post First Sunday Breakfast 1-June-25    9-11 am 

Post Post 419 Legion Post Meeting 4-June-25   7-8 pm 

SAL SONS Membership Meeting 5-June-25    3-4 pm 

Aux Membership Meeting  11-June-25   7-8 pm 

Post Car Show 14-June-25   10 am –3 pm 
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2024 Calendar of Events 

Editors Update 

If you have anything you want to include in our newsletter or website,  please contact 
me at the following:  sunny@veteranscourage.org 

Sunny “Dos” Dosanjh, Chaplain,  Honor Guard Captain, Service Officer, Newsletter & Website Editor 
https://www.alpost419ca.org 

Mom Yells 
“Dinner’s ready, General!   Your meatloaf medal’s waiting!” 

https://www.alpost419ca.org/

