VETERANS SERVICES
NEWSLETTER

CALVET NEW APPOINTEE

Pedro (Pete) Molina, of Fresno, has been appointed
by Governor Schwarzenegger as the first in the
nation Assistant Secretary for Native American
 Veterans Affairs in the California Department of
Veterans Affairs (CalVet). Pete is a member of the
Yaqui Nation from Tucson, Arizona. He served in
the U.S. Army from 1970 to 1973.
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Green Job Training

(T Vo /o T xaaoN\aew,
: VETS HELPING VETS SINCE 1974 /;, _’3:;"!;_:_:;
Begl NSy, wie Swords to Plowshares is currently enrolling students for the San Jose
1 o~ 5. a0 City College Green Job Training Program for veterans. You will acquire
This qu,th X, the skills needed to launch into a career in one of the fastest growing
L s . -~ industries. If you qualify, the training is available to you at no cost.
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Dates: March 29 -May 28, 2010

Time: Mondays & Wednesdays / 9am - 2 pm & Fridays 9am - 3 pm
Location: San Jose City College, Room TBD

Contact: Anthony Chandler

Email: achandler@stp-sf.ora Phone: (415) 558-8870 ext. 202

Military Foxhole
Guard & Reserve
News

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
Appoints New Adjutant
General of the California
National Guard

What you may not
know about VA Voc
Rehab f® VETSUCCESS |

ATTN: Service-Connected Vets
VA Vocational Rehabilitation and
Employment (VR&E) will send
people to graduate school, to
include law school, medical
school, dental school, and airline
pilot training. It can also pay for
starting small businesses and
allocating in excess of $100,000
for the start up, according to
participating SBA Veteran
Business Counselors working
with the program. Communicate
with your VR&E Counselor and
express your employment needs.
For more information visit
www.vba.va.gov/bin/vre/.

February 2, 2010, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger appointed the
first woman to head the California
National Guard, the nation's
largest guard unit. Brigadier
General Mary Kight also will be
the first black woman to become
Adjutant General of any state's
National Guard. General Kight
replaces General William Wade
leading 16,600 Army National
Guard and nearly 4,800 Air
National Guard members in our
great State of California.

Get Connected '
To Benefits!

www.cdva.ca.gov/VetServicelreintegration.aspx
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Were you on Stop
Loss ?

The Defense Department
announced on Jan. 5, 2010 the
services’ implementation plans
to provide retroactive stop loss
special pay. Active, reserve and
former service members who
had their enlistment extended or
retirement suspended due to
stop loss are eligible for this
special pay, if they served on
active duty between Sept. 11,
2001 and Sept. 30, 2009.

Service members must provide
documented proof they were
stop lossed with their

claim. Family members of
deceased service members
should contact the appropriate
military service for assistance in
filing their claim.

Information on how to contact
each of the services is listed
below:

Army: Go to
www.stoplosspay.army.mil or
email
retrostoplosspay@conus.army.
mil

Navy: Email
NXAG_N132C@navy.mil

Marine Corps: Go to
WWW.manpower.usmc.mil/stopl
0ss or email stoploss@usmc.mil

Air Force: Go to
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/stopl
oss/
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www.cdva.ca.gov/AboutUs/DocsAndima
ges/CalVet%20Events%20Calendar.pdf
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POST 9/11
Gl Bill Updates

Veterans and dependents using
new Post-9/11 GI Bill will
again be able to get help by
phone five days a week.

Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric
Shinseki says that Gl Bill
helpline employees have been
tapped since December to help
process a backlog in education
claims. With claims being
processed more efficiently now,
Shinseki says those workers are
being moved back to the
helpline.

The toll-free helpline at 1-888-
GI-BILL-1 or 1-888-442-4551
will be staffed Monday through

Advance Payment
Recovery

VA has begun sending letters to
advance payment recipients
advising them that VA will start
withholding $750 from their Gl
Bill benefits beginning April
1st. Note: VA will not reduce
Post-9/11 Gl Bill tuition and fee
payments. If you can’t afford to
pay back $750 from each
payment VA’s Debt
Management Center will mail
you a letter that will advise you
of your rights and
responsibilities. If you have a
financial hardship, you may
contact the Debt Management
Center after you receive your
letter to set up an alternate
payment plan. The letter will
provide you with the contact

information for the Center.
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Military
Spouse Career
Advancement
Accounts
(MyCAA)
HAULTED

MyCAA — Spouse Tuition
Assistance — program has
unexpectedly been put on
hold.

Department of Defense
spokeswoman Maj. April
Cunningham said the
Pentagon is "Taking a
comprehensive top-to-
bottom program review."

The Department of Defense
(DoD) Military Spouse
Career Advancement
Accounts (MyCAA)
program provides a lifetime
benefit of up to $6,000 of
Financial Assistance (FA)
for military spouses.

For more information visit:
www.militaryonesource.co
m or by call 1-800-342-
9647.

CALVET
Employment

Opportunities
(We are Hiring)

The California Department of
Veterans Affairs wants to lead by
example. Apply for our open and
promotional examinations. After
successful completion of our
examinations you are encouraged
to apply to our vacancies.

You may receive Veterans
Preference Points in the
examination process on some
examinations. According to State
law AB 3065 veterans can apply
for promotional opportunities.

CalVet wants to truly thank
veterans for their sacrifice to our
country and state.

To find out more about CalVet
exams or vacancies Vvisit:
www.cdva.ca.gov/Jobs/Default.as
px or by calling (916) 653-2535.

CENSUS ¢
2010

An important demographic
8L B is California’s 2 million
strong veteran community, which plays
a prominent role in the state’s overall
economic security, diversity and
character.

To ensure veterans services and
programs available in California meet
the needs of the state’s population, all
Californians should mail a completed
questionnaire back to the U.S. Census
Bureau by Census Day, April 1, 2010.

Free CPR & AED Training — www.sacsierraredcross.org
Art by Women Vets — www.stp-sf.org/events

Women’s Seminar — www.vfwca.org/images/Women_Vet 3-25.pdf

Women In Military History —

www.twintowersumc.org/women_military event.shtml

Free Tax Prep & Filing — www.militaryonesource.com

The Healing Light — www.forgottensoldierprogram.org

Financial Assistance — http://www.saluteheroes.org/programs.html

Training & Job Placement — www.icsworks.com

%X/~ Veterans Reintegrated 6140
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