
Welcome to a new Legion year.  I am honored to have been elected as your new commander.  Post 419 had a wonderful in-

stallation of officers on Saturday June 12th.  Installation ceremonies were conducted for both the Legion and Auxiliary offic-

ers.  Participants included several District 13 past commanders.  My heartfelt thanks to all who attended and participated.  As 

part of the installation ceremonies, Post 419ôs Auxiliary Unit presented a complete set of service flags to the Post.  Please 

come to the next membership meeting to see the flags.  Also, join me in thanking the Auxiliary for this very generous gift. 

My two main priorities for this coming year include Post maintenance and improvements, and membership.  During the past 

year much activity was started on maintenance and improvements around the Post.  It is my goal to continue this activity.  

Our Post home signifies to our membership, the community and prospective new members the stability of our organization 

and it expresses the confidence of our members in our Postôs future and that of The American Legion.  The Post is a living memorial to our 

past membership and to all veterans, past and present.  Any changes in or operation and appearance must honor our past members, all veter-

ans, The American Legion and our community.  The Post home must be a real place of comradeship where members, veterans, and the gen-

eral community can come for assistance and social activities.   With your support we can continue to improve our Post home and continue to 

provide assistance to veterans, their families, and our community.  Remember the motto ï Veterans helping veterans and the community. 

Membership is critical to our success.  We must all contribute to maintaining and building our membership.  With Ralph Jacob serving as 

First Vice-Commander this year, I am confident we will have a successful year.  The Auxiliary has made a membership challenge to the 

Post.  So, when you get your membership dues notice, submit your dues without delay, and help recruit new members. 

We are in the process of setting up standing committees to help guide the Post through the coming year.  If anyone is interested in participat-

ing as a committee member or if you have suggestions, please let me know.  The current list of standing committees includes:  Membership, 

Finance, Post Activities, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, Rituals, Disaster Recovery, and Post Home Maintenance.  Others may be set 

up during the year to address specific issues or new requirements. 

I look forward to seeing you at our next membership meeting on July 7th. 

Don Newton - Commander 

 

 

It is now Legion year 2011, if you have not received your renewal notice it will be coming in the 

mail in the next few weeks.  For the 2010 year we were just under 98% even though we were at 

85% at the beginning of December.  Why am I saying this?? It is important to pay your dues and 

ask neighbors and friends to join the post also.  When the American Legion, with nearly 3 million 

members, goes to Congress and speaks on a subject they listen.  Remember it was the American 

Legion that wrote the GI Bill and pressed Congress to pass the latest GI Bill.  The Legion fought 

for support for veterans sickened by Agent Orange and the Gulf War illnesses long before the VA 

finally accepted these problems.  In the 2010 year the post lost 25 members to Post Everlasting, 

many of them had over 40 years of membership and experience with the Legion programs.  Who of you will be 

around to mentor new members if we donôt get them in now while we are active and willing to mentor?  So letôs 

start the new year off with a bang.  Along with your dues payment send in a membership for your friends.  If your 

wife or daughters are not members have them join also.  Make Don a 100% commander, and make Tom earn his 

adjutant pin, and for you a free breakfast at the Early Bird Breakfast in December.  Here is to a great year. 

 

Ralph  
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OVER THE HILL BLUES BAND ï 

THANK YOU! 
Thanks from Post 419 to the OVER THE 

HILL BLUES BAND for their assistance in 

making our car show a tremendous success 

this year.  The music was superbly per-

formed and enjoyed by all.  Of special 

note, the band donated their time and effort 

to helping us.  Very special thanks are due 

them for their generosity. 

If anyone would like to contact the group, 

you can reach them at www.myspace.com/

overthehillbluesband or by e-mail at 

overthehillbluesband@gmail.com. 

THANK YOU, Dennis Owen, Jerry 

Timiraos, Joe Frankina II, Joseph 

Frankina III, and Mike Burke. 
 

   Chaplainõs Report 

 

 

Well, with the changing to the new officers we also had one of our members pass on to Post Everlasting.  This member 

was Peter Guerra. He was a WWII veteran and served with the 99th Bomber Squadron.  Our prayers go out to his family 

and friends.  

 

Earl Bagwell 
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   Adjutantõs Report 

Every member should take a moment to stop by the Post and 

thank Ralph for his many years of service as our Adjutant. 

Ralph desires to move up or over (donôt know which).  For 

this reason, I accepted the appointment as your new Adjutant. 

Thanks Ralph, for the sweet transition.. Anyway Ralph, I 

thank you for a job very well done. 

 

Note:  Ralph will be easy to find because he is supporting Post 419 as our 1st. Vice Commander. 

 

Tom Freeman 

Upcoming Events 

¶ July 4th ceremonies at Santa 

Clara Central Park. 

¶ July 11th. Post Breakfast 

¶ August 28th. Auxiliary garage 

sale and boutique   

¶ September 26th Post Picnic 

Al Vera won first place in the 2010 Car Show 

with his red 1952 Henry J. Congratulations Al. 

For those of you that had the pleasure of meeting Edith Shane - I'm sorry to tell you that she has passed 

away at 91 yrs. old.  For those that never had the pleasure, Edith was the nurse in 

the world famous picture from VJ Day in 1945 - she was the nurse being kissed by 

the sailor in Times Square when it was announced that the war was over. 

 

Edith was very supportive of veterans including attending Rolling Thunder last 

year.  I only had the pleasure of working with her a half dozen times but she was a 

special and very nice lady.  One of my favorite photos will be of Edith sitting on 

my scoot in downtown San Jose (she would have fit in my saddle bags).  I had vi-

sions of her burning her hands or legs on my pipes but she just had a huge grin on 

her face.  

Don Newton - Commander 



Hello Ladies, 

 

What a great year we have had. I want to thank all of you for all your help throughout the year. It would not have been 

such a success without your participation.  As we begin a new year I am hopeful that all of you will come and join us.  I 

am so happy to be serving as your President again.  This coming year is going to be full of new and old activities.  We will 

be having our annual Halloween Party on October 30th and the Sweetheart event on February 12th.  Both events are din-

ner dances.  We will be having a garage / boutique  sale on August 28th, as well as, many other activities we are planning.  

We need volunteers for the 4th of July carnival that the Post and Auxiliary are doing at the Veterans Hospital in Menlo 

Park.  We need ladies to work the booths, push wheelchairs, help Veterans with special needs, i.e.: carry their goodies for 

them.  Lunch will be provided.  The time will be 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM or so. Hope to see you there. 

 

Our new Officers for this year are: Theresa Jacobs - 1st Vice,  Joanne MacDougall - 2nd Vice,  Sandy Jacobs - Secretary/Treasurer,  Linda 

McHaffie - Chaplain,  Vickie Southwick - Sgt. - At - Arms,  and Janet Glaubke - Marshal. I want to say a special thank you to these women 

for devoting so much of themselves to our Auxiliary.  I am proud to announce we have several new members coming into the Auxiliary this 

year.  We welcome all our new members and hope to see you all at our meetings.  

 

This year we voted to gift Post 419 with all six of the Service Flags. They were presented to the Post at our installation on June 12th.  They 

were warmly received and greatly appreciated by our American Legion members.  My goal this year is to form a working bond with the 

Post.  They need our support we need theirs.  

 

The Auxiliary made new wreaths for our Memorial Day Celebration.  A huge thank you to the Auxiliary for your help fluffing poppies.  

The wreaths where beautiful and looked awesome at the celebrations.  We made a nice profit with our Poppy sales this year.   Convention is 

just around the corner.  Sandy and Theresa Jacobs and I will be going to represent our Auxiliary.  We will be coming back with a lot of new 

information to share with you at our next meeting.  

 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday July 21st, 2010 at 7:00 PM. I hope to see you all there.  To all of our ladies who cannot make the 

meeting, you are in our thoughts as always. 

 

                                                                        Thank you, 

                                                                        Hope Snell 

Auxiliary News 
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Post 419 July 2010 Monthly Calendar 

Lunch: $5.00 

11 AM ð 1:30 PM 

 

  Deli Salad and 

Homemade Soup 

Served Daily 

 

  Friday Night Dinner 

& Entertainment: 

$13.00  

Dinner Served: 5:30 ð 

6:30 PM 

 

  Veterans helping 

Veterans and the 

Community 

 

  958 Homestead 

Road 

Santa Clara, CA 


